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Finding Private Tubbs: Mission Accomplished! 
A half-century has passed since the United States 
began to deepen its involvement in the protracted 
Vietnam War. Eddie Tubbs knew the risks when he 
decided to leave Coudersport High School and join the 
Army in August 1967. The son of Russell Tubbs and 
Marie Tubbs-Baker, he grew up in modest 
circumstances at the family home on Water Street in 
Coudersport. 
Back then, a stigma attached to a 
young student could stay with the boy 
throughout his entire journey through 
the local school system. So family 
members found it offensive that 
Eddie’s teachers dissuaded him from 
enlisting in the Army, telling him he 
lacked the intelligence to be inducted. 
His decision was a tough one to swallow for another 
teenager, Jane Marie Haviland (below) of Emporium. 
She and Eddie had recently become engaged and she 
feared for his safety. 
Pvt. Edwin Franklin Tubbs was deployed to Vietnam 
with D Co., 6th Battalion, 

31st Infantry Reg., 9th Infantry Division on Dec. 4, 1968. 
Just five weeks later, while stationed at Dinh Tuong, South 
Vietnam, on Jan. 12, 1969, he was fatally wounded as he 
set down his rifle to assist a friend who was injured on the 
battlefield. For more than four decades, the Bronze Star, 
Purple Heart and other symbols of Eddie Tubbs’ gallantry 
and sacrifice have been packed away. Soon, that will 
change. 
“I was in school when I was given the news,” recalled his 
sister, Laura (Tubbs) Hemphill of Roulette. “Everyone in our 
family was deeply saddened. Eddie is still sorely missed.” 

(story continued on page 2) 
 



Finding Private Tubbs (continued from page 1) 
 
His brother Robbie also left school 
early to join the Army. He was in 
Vietnam at the time of his brother’s 
death. Laura recalled how Robbie 
turned down the invitation to escort 
his brother’s body home so that 
another soldier could leave Vietnam 
for a period of time. Robbie Tubbs 
died in 2005. Family members believe 
that exposure to the toxic chemical 
compounds of Agent Orange during 
his service in Vietnam contributed to 
the health problems that claimed his 

life. Among survivors today, in addition to his sister, are his 
stepfather Robert Baker, and a brother, Russell “Junie” 
Tubbs. 
In recent years, most of the other Vietnam War casualties from Potter County have been 
memorialized by having bridges names for them. Three more have just been 
announced. Steps are now being taken to have the Chestnut Street Bridge in 
Coudersport, just a few blocks from where he grew up, named in the memory of Private 
Edwin Tubbs. 

 
GONE TOO SOON: Laura Tubbs Hemphill reflects on the life of her brother, Eddie Tubbs 



Honoring Our Korean War Veterans 

 

A truly historic event was held on July 20, at 
American Legion Post 192 in Coudersport. 
County officials and local veterans service 
representatives partnered with the U.S. 
Defense Department for a dinner to honor 
Potter County’s Korean War veterans. Lt. 
Col. Dennis N. Snelling, operations director 
for the Defense Department’s 60th 
Anniversary of the Korean War 
Commemoration Committee, was featured 

speaker. A highlight was a memorial service for the Potter County men who lost 
their lives in the war. A committee comprised of Will Worthington, Paul Heimel 
and Sharon Barr organized the dinner, in cooperation with the Defense 
Department and Post 192. (Photos by John F. Domaleski). 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Potter County Recognized For Service To Veterans 
Potter County has been recognized for its services to 
military veterans. Will Worthington, director of veterans 
affairs, was honored by the Pa. Dept. of Military and 
Veterans Affairs for excellent service to veterans in fiscal 
2012-13. General Jerry Beck, deputy adjutant general for 
veterans affairs, presented Worthington with the coveted 
Five-Star Service Award for increasing veterans’ benefits 
claims in Potter County to more than $2.3 million in 2012-
13. These payments have a ripple effect on local 
economies with a multiplication factor as high as 400 
percent. Director Worthington also received national 
accreditation for servicing military veterans’ claims 
following successful completion of certification training 
earlier this month in Mechanicsburg. 
Meanwhile, Potter County Commissioner Paul W. Heimel (left) was recently named vice 
chairman of the National Veterans and Military Service Committee. In that role, he’ll 
advocate for local and national veterans’ services through policy development and 

testimony before congressional committees. Heimel, 
shown with Wise (Texas) Commissioner Kevin 
Burns, recently presented a program to the national 
committee exposing those who fraudulently or 
unethically collect money for veterans’ causes and 
then pocket the funds. He also serves as vice 
chairman of the County Commissioners Association 
of Pennsylvania Veterans and Military Affairs 
Committee. Members met recently with General Beck 
to explore ways that counties can improve services to 
veterans and families of active-duty military 
personnel. 

 
 
 

Services Expanded At Local VA Medical Clinic 
Additionally, Potter County Commissioners Doug 
Morley, Susan Kefover and Paul Heimel recently met 
with representatives of the Bath (N.Y.) VA Medical 
Center to discuss operations of the VA medical clinic 
located at Mapleview, just off Rt. 872 in east 
Coudersport. Services have been extended to two 
days per week, Mondays and Thursdays, from 8 am 
to 4 pm. The clinic is staffed by personnel trained to 
process new enrollments; update patient information; 
conduct screenings; provide medication, prescription 
renewals and lab work; and deliver primary care 
and/or referrals, depending on each veteran’s needs. 
Staff members are Jonathan Barber, medical provider and nurse practitioner; Tina 
Wesneski, registered nurse; and Liz Dyer, licensed practical nurse. Veterans interested 
in being seen at the Coudersport office should call 814-260-9342. Specialty services 
beyond primary care are available through the Bath center. 



‘Maholic Range’ Added To LEEK Preserve 

Latest addition to the LEEK Preserve in Potter County, a 
nationally recognized outdoor retreat for wounded military 
personnel, is a trap-shooting range named in honor of an 
area hero. The Master Sergeant Thom D. Maholic Range 
memorializes a Bradford native who died in June 2006 at 
Pasmul, Afghanistan. He was awarded the Silver Star for 
actions that turned away a Taliban attack, saving the lives of 
his comrades. The new trap-shoot facility being added to the 
1,600-yard shooting range was a team effort. Operators 
expressed appreciation to Wayne Concrete of Ceres, 
Norton’s Building Supply of Shinglehouse, and Friends of 
the NRA. D.M. Gibble Excavating and volunteers have been 
building the range. Howard’s Kubota of Coudersport donated the use of a roto-tiller and 
Ulysses American Legion made a monetary donation for establishment of a food plot. 
LEEK, founded by the Fisher family, is a volunteer facility dedicated to offering 
therapeutic outdoor programs for wounded veterans with all levels of disabilities. More 
information is available at the website, leekpreserve.org. 
 

 
‘Honoring Our Veterans’ Plate Available 

An “Honoring Our Veterans” license plate is now 
available to all Pennsylvania motor vehicle owners from 
PennDOT. The plate features an American flag and an 
eagle with the words “Honoring Our Veterans.” Cost is 
$35, with $15 from each sale going to a Veterans Trust 
Fund administered by the Pa. Dept. of Military and 
Veterans Affairs to provide grants to veterans’ service 
organizations and other veterans’ causes. 

 

 

‘Military OneSource,’ Other Services For Vets 
The Defense Department has revitalized the Military 
OneSource website to better assist service members 
and their families. It’s part of a broader effort toward 
an overall reduction of government websites. Military 
OneSource (militaryonecourse.com, or 1-800-342-
9647) provides round-the-clock consultants to assist 
with topics such as non-medical counseling, anger 
management and communication skills at no cost. Meanwhile, two organizations are 
reaching out to veterans returning from Afghanistan and Iraq. National Veterans 
Foundation operates a toll-free hotline for veterans facing transition issues. The line at 1-

888-777-4443 is staffed from noon to midnight daily. Veterans can also make queries via 
the website, www.nvf.org. Vets4Vets is a free support group available to launch and 
guide local chapters. Veterans can tell their stories, expressing their feelings, thoughts 
and concerns in ways that family members or friends may not understand. For more 
information, visit www.vets4vets.us or call 520-319-5500. 
 
 

http://www.nvf.org/
http://www.vets4vets.us/


Stop Stealing From Our Veterans! 

(Editor’s Note: The County Commissioners 
Association of Pennsylvania has teamed with the 
Federal Trade Commission and the Pennsylvania 
Department of Military and Veterans Affairs to 

conduct a consumer awareness campaign on veterans’ charities. Several states, 
including Pennsylvania, are considering measures to increase criminal penalties against 
anyone convicted of defrauding veterans. Excerpts of the public service announcements 
follow.) 
 
Many legitimate charities are soliciting donations 
to support the nation’s military veterans as well 
as the families of active-duty personnel. But not 
all “charities” are legitimate: Some are sham 
operators whose only purpose is to make 
money for themselves. Others use paid fund-
raisers whose fees eat up most of a donation. 
According to the Federal Trade Commission, there are several ways to make sure 
your donations go to a legitimate charity, rather than a greedy scam artist: 
 

 Recognize that the words “veterans” or “military families” in an organization’s 
name do not necessarily mean they will benefit from the money you are donating. 
To check on an organization, contact militaryonesource.mil. 

 Look for an organization’s track record. Scam artists follow the headlines and 
charities that spring up literally overnight in connection with military conflicts and 
related news stories may disappear just as quickly. 

 Callers may try to trick you by thanking you for a pledge you didn’t make. 

 Some phony charities use names, seals, and logos that look or sound like those 
of respected, legitimate organizations. You may see a small difference in the 
name of the charity from the one you mean to deal with. 

 Some charities hire professional fund-raisers for large-scale mailings, telephone 
drives, and other solicitations. Ask if the caller is a paid fundraiser and the 
percentage of your donation that will go to the charity. 

 Check with the National Association of State Charity Officials (nasconet.org) to 
determine if the organization is registered in your state and to verify how much of 
each donation goes to the charity, and how much goes to fundraising and 
management expenses. You also can check with the Better Business Bureau’s 
Wise Giving Alliance (bbb.org/us/charity), and GuideStar (guidestar.org). 

 For security and tax record purposes, it’s best to pay by check – made payable to 
the charity, not the solicitor. If you’re thinking about giving online, look for 
indicators that the site is secure, like a lock icon on the browser’s status bar or a 
URL for a website that begins “https:” (the “s” stands for “secure”). Unfortunately, 
no indicator is foolproof; some fraudulent sites have forged security icons. 

 Ask for a receipt that shows amount of contribution, and verifies that it is tax 
deductible. 

 Be cautious of promises of sweepstakes winnings in exchange for a contribution. 
U.S. prohibits requiring a donation to be eligible to win a sweepstakes. 

 If you think an organization may not be legitimate, contact your state Attorney 
General (attorneygeneral.gov) or  the FTC (ftccomplaintassistant.gov). 

http://www.nasconet.org/agencies
http://www.bbb.org/charity
http://www.bbb.org/charity
http://www.guidestar.org/
http://www.naag.org/
http://www.naag.org/
http://ftccomplaintasistant.gov/


Vets Should Never Pay For Help To Get Benefits 

Veterans, active military personnel and their dependents 
should never pay for help to apply for veterans benefits. 
“We’ve seen advertisements from businesses that offer 
veterans assistance in applying for benefits for free, and 
then end up charging a fee for financial planning services,’’ 
said Brig. Gen. Jerry Beck (right), the state’s deputy adjutant 
general for veterans’ affairs, said. “Veterans should never 
pay for these services. Free assistance is readily available 
from the Department of Military and Veterans Affairs, a 
County Director of Veterans Affairs, or through a chartered 
veterans service organization such as the American Legion, 
VFW, DAV, or AMVETS to name a few.” 
County directors are accredited to help veterans and their dependents identify benefits; 
assist in the preparation of applications for county, state and federal veterans benefits 
and programs such as: burial allowances; grave markers and headstones; disabled 
veterans real estate tax exemptions; veterans emergency assistance; education gratuity 
program; federal health care benefits, service-connected disability and non-service 
connected disability pensions, and survivor benefits. Potter County Director of Veterans 
Affairs Will Worthington can be reached at the Gunzburger Building in Coudersport (814-
274-8290, Ext. 210, or wworthington@pottercountypa.net). Office hours are Tuesdays, 8 
to 4:30, by appointment; and Wednesdays, 8 to 4:30, for walk-ins and follow-ups. 
 
 

Tank Dedicated At Ulysses Legion Post 963 

 
A ceremony was held at the Carl E. Hyde American Legion Post 963 in Ulysses to dedicate a 
M60 Army tank the post brought home last December. Commander Berwyn Calcote described it 
as a “perpetual memorial to our comrades and veterans.” Attending the ceremony was 
Congressman Glenn “GT” Thompson, Potter County Commissioner Doug Morley and four local 
war veterans. Receiving special recognition from post members were (seated, from left) WWII 
veterans Hank Somogyi, Bob Hoppe, Don Chapman and Korean War veteran Glen Tomb 

 
(Photo by Sharon Corderman/Potter Leader-Enterprise) 

mailto:wworthington@pottercountypa.net


 
A display of mementos from the recent Korean War Veterans Recognition Dinner and Memorial 
Service at American Legion Post 192 in Coudersport can be seen at the F. W. Gunzburger 
County Office Building in Coudersport. It’s located along the main hallway, just inside the Main 
Street entrance. Among its features is a series of photographs depicting the eight Potter County 
men who were killed in action. 
 

 
Helping Vets’ Caregivers. A bill to bring some financial 

relief to families of veterans who were injured prior to 2001 is 
stalled in Congress. A federal program pays caretakers a 
stipend of about $2,000 per month, trains them on how to care 
for veterans and provides at least 30 days of respite care each 
year. However, participation is limited to veterans who had 
served since Sept. 11, 2011. That won’t change unless 
Congress adds another $2 billion annually to VA budget. 
Under a bill passed by the Senate Veterans Affairs Committee, 

the program would be expanded to veterans from all eras. Veterans groups support the 
Senate committee’s measure, but it faces stiff opposition due to its cost. 
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