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Potter County residents turned out in full 
force to pay tribute to a Coudersport High 
School graduate who perished in an Air 
Force cargo plane crash during the Korean 
War more than six decades ago. A memorial 
service was held at the Park United 
Methodist Church for 1st Lt. William Turner. It 
was followed by a military interment at the 
Gilmore Cemetery near Sinnemahoning State 

Park. Members of Lt. Turnerôs 
family were at the Buffalo Airport 
when the lieutenantôs remains 
arrived with appropriate Air 
Force decorum. A military and 
motorcycle escort transported 
him to Coudersport. Among 
speakers were U.S. Air Force 
Brigadier General Frank 
Sullivan; Roger Hill, vice 
president of the Korean War 
Veterans of America; David 
Mitchell, representing 
Pennsylvania Governor Tom 

Corbett; Coudersport Mayor Brenda Whitman; and Nancy Glover, 
Allegewi Chapter of the Daughters of the American Revolution.  

(Story continued on page 2) 

Welcome Home, Lt . Turner 
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óWe strive to never leave 

a fallen comrade behind. 

It took 62 years, but Bill 

Turner is home . . . ó 

ðBrig. Gen. Frank J. Sullivan 
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Brig. Gen. Frank Sullivan speaks during the me-

morial service at Park United Methodist Church. 
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In June 2012, an Alaskan National Guard 
Blackhawk helicopter crew spotted 
wreckage from the 1952 crash site of a C-
124 cargo plane. All 52 servicemen 
onboard perished. A special task force 
returned to the site and was able to 
identify 17 sets of remains, one of those 
being 1st Lt. Turnerôs. The plane had 
struck a mountainside as it flew from 
Tacoma, Wash., to Elmendorf Air Force 
Base. Weather conditions made recovery 
impossible and an avalanche covered the 
wreckage. Searches for the remaining 35 
passengers and crew continue. 

 

William Turner was the son of Willis E. and Pearl 
Caldwell Turner of First Fork. He was a 1946 
graduate of Coudersport High School. Among 
those who attended the service were Mary Turner 
May, Lt. Turnerôs only remaining sibling, and 
Florida resident Tonja Anderson-Dell, who has 
spearheaded the national campaign to bring 
home all 52 victims. Anderson-Dellôs grandfather 
was among the casualties. His remains have not 
yet been recovered. ǐ 

 
From left, Debra Jones, Lt. Turnerõs niece; Mary 

Turner May, and Tonja Anderson-Dell. 

Potter County native Brigadier General Frank Sullivan spoke 
words of respect and comfort for the family of 1

st
 Lt. William 

Turner during the memorial service at the Park United Methodist 
Church, excerpted here: 

ñWe strive to never leave a fallen comrade behind. It took 62 
years, but Bill Turner is home . . . All service members join for many reasons. They 
join for love of country, adventure, patriotism, a career, or a calling to serve. Most 

men and women donôt freely put their lives on the line for a countryôs policies or stated national 
interest. They do, however, put their lives on the line for their comrades, and fellow servicemen 
and servicewomen. As any U.S. soldier, airman, sailor or Marine will say, they fight and freely 
give of their own lives, but wish to never be left behind. Today, we fulfill that commitment to one of 
our brothers ï William Turner has finally come home.ò ǐ 

Lt. Turner comes home (continued from front) 

Brig. Gen. Frank J. Sullivan memorial address  

Even today, searchers are continuing their work 

in the C-124 Globemaster debris field. 
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Scenes from lt. William turnerõs memorial 

Photos by Curt Weinhold and Paul W. Heimel 


